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the Church Catholic in ritual while making it
purely national in government. The Lord Pro-
tector Somerset had made it as Protestant as
possible under Edward VI. Mary had done her
best to bring it back to the Pope. Home affairs
were full of doubts and dangers, though the great
mass of the people were ready to give their hand-
some young queen a fair chance and not a little
favor. Foreign affairs were worse. France was
still the hereditary enemy; and the loss of Calais
under Mary had exasperated the whole English
nation. Scotland was a constant menace in the
north. Spain was gradually changing from friend
to foe. The Pope was disinclined to recognize
Elizabeth at all.

To understand how difficult her position was
we must remember what sort of constitution
England had when the germ of the United States
was forming. The Roman Empire was one
constituent whole from the emperor down. The
English-speaking peoples of to-day form constit-
uent wholes from the electorate up. In both
cases all parts were and are in constant relation
to the whole. The case of Elizabethan England,
however, was very different. There was neither
despotic unity from above nor democratic unity